
We have walked the wilder-
ness, faced the giants, crossed 
the river, and even taken on 
Jericho. But our journey of 
faith and obedience continues 
as we move from History to 
consider Leadership.  
 
Body Life 
Our first Body Life on May 
31 was a huge success!  
Thank you to the 106 church 
members who attended  and 
shared with one another our 
deepest feelings, concerns, 
and hopes for our church.    
We learned much about who 
we are and where God desires 
us to be.  Both worship hours 
were evenly represented by 
our congregation. 
 
We began this two hour event 
with a time of worship and 
prayer in the Powell Chapel.  
The Transition Team helped 
design a new Ministry Bro-
chure that will be used to 
highlight ways in which we 
may serve.  For Body Life we 
used it as a tool to determine 
how many of us are actively 
involved in a variety of 

church ministries.  Of the 106 
responses, 84 of us serve in 
one or more areas.  That is so 
exciting!  
  
After our time in the Chapel 
we proceeded to the FLC 
where we gathered around 15 
tables in groups of 8 to 9 fel-
low Christians for a time of 
discussion, reflection, and 
personal thoughts about life at 
FBC.  Each of us completed a 
survey which aided our dis-
cussion and understanding.   
We also took some time for 
each of us to privately reflect 
upon the burdens we carry in 
our hearts.  For those of us 
who wrote these down, we 
had an opportunity to sym-
bolically “shred” them at the 
foot of the cross during our 
final session in the Chapel.  
We concluded with an open 
invitation for each table group 
to share their praises about all 
the positive spiritual experi-
ences at FBC.  We ended with 
a word of prayer thanking 
God for His presence that so 
richly filled our hearts that 
evening.  

  
Points of Light 
Our Points of Light prayer 
groups are going strong.  
Every Monday through 
Thursday  40 to 60 fellow be-
lievers meet at 15 different 
homes from as far south as 
DeBary and as far north as 
DeLeon Springs.  These 30 
minute prayer sessions are 
helping us regularly keep in 
touch with God while seeking 
his guidance and purpose for 
our lives.  They give us an 
opportunity to not only praise 
Him but to pray for each 
other’s spiritual and physical 
needs.  And of course we en-
courage one another by our 
kindred spirit. How joyful 
these PoLs are! 
 

 ��������	�
�������

ransition 
Team News 


���������

Heritage, History and Ministry Fair 

��������	�����
���
����
�����������

Heritage & History �  

Leadership  

Mission & Vision  

Relationships  

The Future  

����������

�������

· Team meets Weekly 

· July 5th—
Independence Week-
end Celebration 

· July 26th—Body Life 

· August 30—
Combined Worship 

· Weekly—Points of 
Light, Prayer for In-
tentional Interim 
Ministry  

when it comes to service. 
   
Thank you to all our historical 
characters who visited from 
the “past” to remind us of our  
church’s long history  and 
community heritage.  Thanks 
also to each table/booth 
representative who provided 
information on ways to get 
involved in the church body.  
We were able to visualize 
what our church is doing.  

And the Journey Continues! 

FBC members outdid themselves 
at the Ministry Fair.  We had 
150+ in attendance and 25 booths 
rep resen t i ng  our  churc h 
ministries.  The purpose of the 
Fair was to exhibit our strength 
and ministry through service to 
one another and our community, 
help us get to know where others 
are active, and introduce every 
member to the rich opportunities 
available to us. The Fair also 
helps us define our true passions, 

Many became acquainted  
with people they did not know.  
The Fair would not have been 
complete if it wasn’t for the 
delicious drinks, popcorn, and 
chilidogs.  
 
This Ministry Fair showed us 
where our hearts are as a 
community of believers and 
how we serve God in DeLand.   
  

“ If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

–2 Chronicles 7:14 

“Late at night with the stars all aglow 
I look above to see the sky. 

Those points of light in a deep dark sea 
Tell the beauty of His Majesty.” 
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Points of Light 
I see prayer as the most important facet 
of this process. I thank God for the Points 
of Light, because as Jesus said in Mat-
thew 7:8, "For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened". Note 
the word: "everyone." 
  
It's not just the preacher or the deacons 
but to everyone who asks that will re-
ceive.  Points of Light have shown me 
that God is doing great things at FBC 
right now, and prayer is the ingredient 
that makes everything else work.—Jim 

Fair 
Having been out of town during the 
Heritage, History and Ministry Fair, 
while en route to Iowa, I glanced at my 
watch at just the moment the Fair was 
starting, and I said a prayer for the 
event.  When I returned home I was 
glad to see most of the displays still up, 
even a few days later.  What talent in 
putting each exhibit together.  Con-
gratulations!, ministry people and 
church. 
—Jack, the "Old Guy" on the Team 
 

Testimonies from Transition Team  

 
 

 
Body Life 
Wow, what a wonderful experience 
and privilege it was to help lead our 
first of several Body Life gatherings.  I 
don’t know about you, but I felt the 
presence of Jesus as we shared in a 
Christ-like manner our heartfelt 
concerns and hopes for our future at 
FBC, DeLand.  I am encouraged by 
what we learned  from all of you who 
participated.  Thank you for making 
this monumental event so inspirational 
and uplifting.—Curt 
 

It is always a pleasure and blessing to work with brothers and sisters on a common ministry task. Our 
Transition Team reports that these past weeks have been full of positive responses filled with valuable 
information and observations about who we are and what is happening at FBC as we conducted our May Body 
Life and June Heritage, History and Ministry Fair. 
 
From our Body Life participants, almost to a person, our hopes and desires display a number of common 
threads that emphasize very godly, positive, and effective solutions. We readily identify those things that will 
bring health and build up the body of FBC. A Spirit of unity that produces an environment of trust, spiritual 
renewal, and accountability tops the list. We are praying for a new pastor, who along with staff, will provide 
healthy leadership in an exciting direction that models Christ and inspires us to evangelism, outreach, and 
discipleship. The desired result will be growth and Christ-likeness within the body demonstrated by a sincere 
love and care for one another. Nurturing a sweet spirit is HUGE in the minds of our people. For most of us, the 
diversity and choices we offer through varied worship hours and experiences is a positive attribute of our 
church. 
 
There were few surprises regarding the conflict, sadness, and disappointment of past years. Disharmony, poor attitudes, pride, and a 
general lack of love and godly behavior resulted in discouraging, negative fallout, particularly a series of exoduses of family and 
friends which in turn affected our finances. When we dwell on comparisons of “then” and “now” we are understandably prone to 
powerful feelings of sadness and loss. We have been honest in recognizing our faults and shortcomings, and to a great degree, have 
accepted responsibility for turning things around. We see the importance of moving from a “they need to” mentality to an “I need to” 
accountability. Repeatedly, our discussions called us to a recommitment to faith, humility, commitedness, forgiveness, prayer, trust, 
responsibility, and the sharing of our faith in Christ. 
 
Additionally, we have been impressed with specific areas that require greater attention like ministries to children, teens, Stetson 
University, and the elderly. To our harm, we’ve conducted ourselves in such ways that outreach and evangelism have been largely 
ignored, and our image in the community has suffered. We know what should be done, but for a number of reasons we do not do it. 
We must be on our guard against gossip, hopelessness, lost confidence, cliques, and those things that give birth to division and 
controversy. Thankfully, we recognize that there must be change in order to move into the future, and all change involves levels of 
risk and discomfort. We must not try to recapture the past, but allow God the freedom to shape and use us where we are this very 
moment as He grows us to fit into His plan. Over the course of 128 years the Lord has used this church to expand His kingdom on 
earth, and God is not through with us! Old destructive patterns will be broken as we join together in Christ to move ahead. 
 
We need all of our members to help us better communicate the positive efforts we are about and to be diligent in refraining from 
dwelling on the hurts and insults of the past. We must live and breathe the spirit of Jesus as we relate to and partner with one another. 
We must “talk up” and encourage each other in Sunday School, committee meetings, planning sessions, worship times, and business 
meetings. We should take full advantage of the many communication tools at our disposal, like bulletins, newsletters, posters, FFTs, 
e-mails, and our Website. 
 
We were able to verbalize our praise to the Lord for such strong points as ECDC, caring and supportive small groups, our ministers,  
our shared desire for spiritual renewal, and the profound effect our church has on the lives of families and friends in times of trouble 
and crisis. 

A Summary of What We Learned from Our Body Life Surveys 

“Call to me and I 
will answer you 
and tell you great 
and unsearchable 
things you do not 
know.” 

 - Jeremiah 33:3  


