
First Baptist Church DeLand 

OCTOBER 
 

 4 Communion Both Services  
 
 5 CBF Regional Gathering 
  
 7 4:45 - Mission Dev. Meeting 
 5:15 - Personnel Meeting 
 
13       11:00 - Prime Timers Program  
                    And Luncheon 
 6:30 -  LAB Meeting  
 
14 4:45 - Properties Meeting 
 5:30 - Hospitality Meeting  
 
15 7:00 - Laughter Society !!!  
 
20 4:00 - Finance Meeting 
 
23 Public Schools -Student  
 Holiday  
 
27        11:30 - WMU/WOM Meeting 
  4:30 - ECDC  Meeting 
 
29  7:00 -  Deacons Meeting 
 
30  6:00 to 8:00 

  Halloween Bash!!  
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

1 Daylight Saving Time Ends  
 Communion Both Services  
 
4 Deadline for December  
 Newsletter  
 4:45 - Mission Dev. Meeting 
 5:15 - Personnel Meeting 
 
10       11:00 - Prime Timers 
 
11 Veterans Day  
 Public Schools Closed  
 4:45 - Properties Meeting 
 5:30 -  Hospitality Meeting 
 
17 4:00 -  Finance Meeting 
 
19 7:00 - Laughter Society !!!  
 7:00 - Deacons Meeting 
 
24        11:30 - WMU/WOM Meeting 
  4:30 -  ECDC Meeting 
 
25 Public Schools Close for  
 Thanksgiving Holiday  
 No Wednesday Night Activities 
 Church office closes at noon 
 
26 Happy Thanksgiving!!  
 Church Office closed. 
 
27 Church Office closed.  
 
30 Public Schools resume 
 classes  
 

 
REGULAR SCHEDULE FOR ALL 

SUNDAYS  
(except as noted)  

 

          8:30 A.M.   Contemporary  
     Worship 
          9:45 A.M.   Sunday School  
        11:00 A.M.   Traditional Worship 
    3:00  P.M.  Transition Team 

     Meets 
          6:00 P.M.   Student dinner & 

     Worship 
  1st & 3rd Sundays:  
     4:30 P.M.   Youth Task Force 
  2nd & 4th Sundays:  
     4:00 P.M.   Youth Advisory 
       Board Meet 
 
 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULE FOR ALL 
WEDNESDAYS 

 

   4:45 P.M.  Summerlin Ringers 
   5:00 P.M.  Supper  
   6:00 P.M.  WOW! 
   6:00 P.M.  Youth Bible Study 
   6:30 P.M.  Adult Bible Study 
   6:30 P.M.  Prayer & Praise 
   6:30 P.M.  Sanctuary Choir 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULE FOR ALL 
THURSDAYS 

 

      3:00 P.M. Parkinsonôs Exercise 
  Group 
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Accolades! 
 

Congratulations to Professor of English Emeritus, Bryan Gillespie, who is the recipient of 
the 2009 George and Mary Hood Award in recognition of his extraordinary passion for and 
commitment and contributions to Stetson University. 
 

The Hood Award is one of the most prestigious that Stetson University gives.  Dr. Gillespie 
had been a member of Stetsonõs faculty for nearly three decades when he retired in 1995.  
A native of Arcadia, S.C., he earned a bachelorõs degree from Wake Forest University and 
his masterõs and doctoral degrees from Duke University.  He held faculty positions at Mar-
shall University, Davidson College and Furman University before his 1966 appointment to 
Stetsonõs English faculty. 
 

Dr. Gillespie also served as acting dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, and then as 
acting provost at Stetson.  His work was so notable and widely appreciated that at the end 
of his year as acting provost, his colleagues re-elected him to the Faculty Senate and the 
Stetson University Board of Trustees recognized him with a resolution of appreciation. 
 

Dr. Gillespie was also the director of the Summer Enrichment Program, the Stetson Aca-
demic Talent Program and Pre-College Program and Graduate Studies in English, and was 
chair of the Faculty Senate and of the Continuing Education Committee.  He took three 
different groups of students abroad for study.  His home is one of the first stops for German 
visitors to Stetson because of the Gillespieõsõ years as exchange professors. 
 

Always having a heart for serving others, Dr. Gillespie is a former president of Sugar ôNõ 
Spice Day Care Center and founder and former director of People Helping People, created 
in 1973 by Stetson faculty and staff to help non-profit agencies assist people in need.  His 
interest in meeting housing needs first found expression in his work with the Housing Asso-
ciation of Nonprofit Developers, and then as a director for the West Volusia Habitat for Hu-
manity.  He is has been very involved in programming for the local Parkinsonõs support 
group which his wife, Stetson graduate and former mathematics professor Annette Willcox 
Gillespie founded and which meets here at their churchéFirst Baptist DeLand. 
 

Bryan and Annette have been long time members here at First Baptist and he has also 
served as deacon (recently named Deacon Emeritus) and director of childrenõs worship and 
on the personnel committee.  
  

Congratulations on this award as well as on a life of service to others! 

 

Living Waters     
 

ñWhoever  
believes in Me, as the 

Scripture has said,  
streams of  

living  water will 
flow from within 

him."    
           ~Jn. 7:38 
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 Here's a picture of that 

bench! 
 

Items Needed: 

GoodStart formula 
cereal (rice/oatmeal) &        

 baby food 
baby bottles   

pacifiers 

baby lotion, wash or shampoo 

(no baby powder) 
infant socks 
bibs 
towels & wash cloths 
crib sheets 
deodorant, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, candles, perfume, 

shampoo, etc. 

Unplanned pregnancy can 

mean crisis, confusion,  

fear.....  Is God calling you to 

bring compassion,  

answers, & hope? See our 

website; 

 gracehouse4life.org  

and reserve your seat at our 

next Introduction to Volun-

teering ï the last Monday of 

each month from 7-9pm at the 

center.  
 

Also, please SAVE THE 

DATE for our Walk for Life  

ï October 24th 3pm ï  

registration,  

4-5pm Walk!  
 

Great news! We now have a 

bus bench advertisement that 

is near the corner of 92 & 

Woodland Blvd, on the side 

of the now-closed Food Lion. 

Check that out & praise God 

with us for this provision! 

Please pray that those who 

need our help will see that 

bench!  

GRACE NOTES 

size 3, 4 or 5 diaper & new-

born (N) on package 
baby wipes 
toddler boy & girl clothes 

sizes 2T-5T (new or gently 

used) 
Cribs/mattresses  

bassinets 
toddler beds 
high chairs 
swings 
changing tables 
walkers 
dresser 
gates 
breast pumps - electric 
bath tubs 

Thank You!  

New supporter website up 

& running! Please see check 

it out at:  
http://gracehouse4life.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITõS A BIRDé 

                   NO, ITõS A PLANEé! 
 

No matter what angle you look at  
it from...itõs a beautiful and rare Coquina  
Rock Bench!  Lovingly donated to our church 
by Dr. Ruth Arnold, we are honored to place it in the meditation 
garden area by the historic Stetson University Bell Tower bell, which Ruth 
was also instrumental in procuring for our congregation and grounds.  
Generations to come will enjoy this wonderful gift.  Thank You so much 
Ruth, for your thoughtful eye to the future and those who will be blessed 
by it! 

Godly leadership demands that we be servants in the spirit and attitude Jesus speaks of in Mark 10. Right 
decision-making in the body of Christ requires that we see with spiritual eyes from God's perspective with 
a practice of prayer and Bible study. Success is not necessarily defined as hitting a target or well-drawn 
goal somewhere in the future. Success has to do with the process that gets us to the future. It's about the 
character and integrity with which we are faithful in the small things. God is more interested in how we 
are living and relating along the journey than He is with what we may imagine lies at the end of the road. 
 

Spiritual discernment means to see the heart of the matter with spiritual eyes; to see from Godôs vantage 
point, through Godôs eyes; beneath the surface of events. 
 

Movements in the Spiritual Discernment Process (Practical Tools): Spiritual discernment has two sides that are held in 
relationship with each other: being and doing. To be discerning is to be steeped in the faith, like saints whose insights were 
gifts from God. Doing discernment involves the individual and the community in a process that includes specific move-
ments and practices. The movements are not meant to become a mechanical set of procedures. Rather the movements are a 
creative mix that can be adapted to the situation in which one is involved. 
 
1. Identify the focus for discernment of God's will. Our focus is to be and do those things necessary to get to a 
healthy spiritual place where we are able to select a pastor search committee and call the next permanent pastor who will 
then join FBC as we work together to fulfill the mission and ministry Christ has for us in this community. That healthy 
place will be free of the conflict and dysfunction that has been the pattern that has hindered effective ministry for so long. 
 
2. Form a guiding principle from the values, beliefs, and purpose of the discerning community. Set boundaries. Our 
boundaries are that we will be about those things in attitude, word, and deed that bring honor to God, glorify Jesus through 
our witness within the fellowship and without, and build up the body of Christ. 
 
3. Lay aside ego, preconceived notions, false assumptions, biases, and predetermined conclusions in order to openly 
consider the matter. This has to do with letting go of the past, releasing personal agendas, forgiving those who have of-
fended us, and refusing to participate in those conversations and activities that criticize, complain, find fault, threaten, or 
sabotage the primary work of the church of Jesus Christ. 
 
4. Connect religious and biblical stories, themes, and images with the situation at hand. We will listen and apply the 
counsel of God and give freedom to the Holy Spirit to convict, teach, and shape us into a body of unique members com-
mitted to love God with all our heart and live out this same love before our brothers and sisters to impact the community 
for Christ. Unity (not uniformity), love, humility, service, sacrifice, patience, and faithfulness will form a foundation for 
our application of what it means to experience God at First Baptist Church. 
 
5. Enable the prompting of the Spirit of God and the voices of all in the discerning community to be heard. Body 
Life gatherings, Points of Light, mid-week fellowship, combined celebrations, and church business sessions will be some 
of the venues to practice listening as a community of faith keenly attuned to Godôs Spirit. 
 
6. Identify possible options and paths that lie within the guiding principle. Before rushing ahead to action and activ-
ity it is imperative that we measure our steps to assure they honor God, glorify Jesus, and build up the body. The result is 
such that we are the church as defined and instructed by Christ to preach the Good News, raise up disciples, and minister 
to those without a shepherd so they too will experience Him. We imitate Him as He lives through crucified self. 
 
7. Work in consultation and prayer to improve each option until it becomes the best it can be. New churches grow 
faster than established churches largely because the focus is more like that of a laser beam than a floodlight. We must do 
what is necessary to bring the laser into play to not become distracted by those peripheral and petty things that keep us 
from reaching people in the name of Christ and discipling the faithful to be genuine Christ-followers. Being good or reli-
gious is not the same as being a Christ-follower. Focus is achieved through personal and corporate time with God in prayer 
and Bible study and humble service to one another. 
 
8. Sort and test the options or paths in response to the leading of God's Spirit. Those things that fail to stay within 
the guiding principle or fall outside the spiritual boundaries must be discarded or adjusted in such a way that we remain on 
task and on target. 
 
9. Bring the explorations to a conclusion, moving toward the selection of an option that is given weight by the Spirit 
of God. Along this journey conclusive decisions will have to be determined. If the conclusions are a result of the weight 
given by self and without careful consideration of Godôs perspective, then we must carefully reexamine our conclusions. 
 
10. Test the decision by allowing it to rest near the heart to determine whether it brings primarily feelings of consola-
tion (a sense of peace and movement toward God) or desolation (distress and movement away from God). Godly decisions 
result in godly peace. Blessing follows those decisions that honor God, glorify Jesus Christ, and build up the body. If dis-
tress, chaos, and dysfunction follow, we are not aligned with the purpose and method of God. In process we should experi-
ence the presence and peace of Jesus Christ, and our character and attitude will look like Him. 
 
Please see Matthew 6:33; 18; 28:18-20; Mark 12:30; John 17; 21:15-17; Acts 1:8; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 12-14; 
Galatians 5:13-25; Philippians 2; 4:4-9; James 1:19-27; 3; 1 Peter 4:7-10; 1 John 3;  
 
 
Reference: Morris, Danny E. and Olsen, Charles M. Discerning God's Will Together: A Spiritual Practice for the 
Church. Washington, DC: The Alban Institute, 1997. Additional commentary added by Steve Manuel. 

Spiritual Discernment 

http://gracehouse4life.org/

